Teaching The Great Gatsby Handout
(Cuenin - Spring 204)

Teaching litevature and writing can be challenging
but also exciting.  The Greaf Gotshy i a classic
book and i ofill taughtt in many high schols.  This
nandout s @amad toward AP \6\16? and/or college

lexel Courses. These ideds and examples are ?o )

e students move bexond basic plot comprelension
fo orttical fhinking 2 understand the variety of
ways I which Fitzgerdd represents the themes
2) Move students from thinking crtical fo writing

Clear anahsis with fhe tett

DisCussion ldess

Faciltating discussions about themes, symbals, and characters is ot
onN important for students o understand the Pt of a story, but ifs
dso impexative 4s they learn fo create meaning in their own
contedt. Note: My students wanted to fall back on the quick, ey
nterpretation - this is st about wealthy people in the Jazz Me.
Theve are W\V\j mevits to that thought, buf our goal was fo move
bexnd that simple interpretation fo wore critical fhoughnts.



Wedth LW Was weath? bow was the weadlth attained? How is
fat weath shown and pexceived by others? Does this theme
reflect on Fi’mgcmld‘e Jazz A@@ﬁ

bomes | Mrchitecture, destription, and beation of character homes
ave important fo symbolism i the book and also parallel character
dexelpment.

The American Dream [Mam interpretations of this vovel keep in
distussion lnow it may Or may ot be 4 Criticism of the American
Dream.  Students can help define how they think of the American
Dream and distuss whether it's changed or ot

Social Life | Parties, clithes, cars, music and other destriptions are
found throughout the el Wit does this moments do for the
el Do they represent characters or larger themes?

Characters: Nick Carvaway - Nacrator | Students enpy distussing
the Characters and their relationships, as it should be anaNzed s
important for them to remember that this entive book is seen
through the eyes of Nick, so discussin of the vole of the narrator
wil be ilmpovfmf.]

Important Quofes:

When teaching ltevature, it's important to zoom in on the written
\MV\?W\@G N short sevtences or phrases, oo that the students can
andiyze the meaning of the words as well as the velationship fo the
entice ivel. Here are 4 few evamples. & useful class actinity is to
have students find their own poinfs in the nel where they were
challenged or inferested and then distuss those moments in class
fogether.




“They were tareless pesple, Tom and Daisy - they smashed up
things and creatures and then retreated back info their woney or
st tarelessness, or whatexer it was that kept them together, and
let other people clean up the mess they had wmade.." (T2

"Let us learn o how our friendship for 4 man when he s alive
and ot after he is dead” (T2).

2N

Each of these examples are geneval idess to get students thinking
sbout the text and how they can use it to create a4 meaningful
written anahsis. n each of these, students wil be lboking af s or
her oveval lacge interpretation (or theme) and how they can use
specific moments from the tet fo reflect that idea Distussing
essm topics in class i valuable for a ariety of veasons, but if be
beneticial to the ovevall essay writing process when students hae
Clavity.

EX. | Distussion of "Jazz Mge' through music destriptions in The
Great Gotsby

(Mow did Fi’rzgem\d define "Jazz M@"? What is distinctive about
P22 Using quites describing music from the fext, do they veflect
Fitrzgerads feelings about this generation, about the Characters?)

EX. 22 “The American Dream’ and Gatsby.

(Defining the Mmerican Dream according to tradtion, according fo
\ou, and/or according to Fitzgerad Wit does Gatsby represent or
not vepresent about the "hmerican Dream'™ Use aquotes and
destriptions about his past and purney fo wealth fodiscuss)




